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Car trunk
yi~lds body
of woman

Police find vehicle
south of Beaverton;
autopsy due Friday

AN antopsy is schedaled Gor Fro
day morning to delermiae thi
cause of death of 4 Salem woman
whose body was found Tharsday
intf runk of her ear, patkesd na
fead-end divt road south of Besver-
Ton

Eugene Jacobus, Wash'ngton
County medical examiner, said
there "are no obvieus ciuses for
the death’” of Deboraly Lee atrops,
2, who had been missing since
Tuesday nizht.

Jacoties said the autopsy woakd
b pertormed by Dy, Edward Wil
S0, fssistant stale medical eaim.
iner. He said it appeared the victin
was dead at the time she was
atulifed into the frunk of her car.
butde ded that there was no way
s his investigation if her
death occurred where Tyer car was
discoiirel.

Atrops was supposed Lo have
picked up her S-montheebd chikd
after lving work st Wellors Inc.,
2 Sherwood metal fabricatios com-
pany. and petting & hareut Tues-
day night at & Tigard salon.

Ehe oever arrived at the homea of
her estrangad husbamd, Robert B
Atrops of Sherwood, to get her
child, aceording fo Sherre Cabouri.
&1 spakeswobian for the Washing-
ton County sheriffs departmet. ;

Bk was driving 5 190 dlack,
four-aor Honda Accord, The cor
— wifh b ey still dm 0L = was
dizevwered Thursday mormnine next

Washington County sheriff's deputies and investigators frem the Oregon State C
around the back of a car containing the body of a 25-year-old Salem woman.

o & wooded area at the end of a
dead-end’ exlénsion of Murray
Boulevard, south of Old Scholls
Ferry Roddl. The car was parked at
e e of the paving o & biook:
lone extension of Scutlwest Mur-
rayv Bouwlevard. Aboul 100 feet
beyomed the car; 1 a wooded srea;
is & swampy, algse-covired pond.

Bagverton police discoverad the
car gboui 8:45 a.m, while on patrol
inthe area The lioense plates had
been removed, and the car was
iderified as that of the missing
weaman thiigh o check of the sert
al punibers

SuePranck, a cesident of Schalls
Landing apartments bordaring the
road exiension, said she was walk-
g her dog aboac midmight Ties-
day near the apartments whin she

Feegrd Tunming loodstaps,

“1 didew's s anwona, but my dog
Barked, and 1 decided [ had better
Bo inside.” Franck said.

Debby Wells, imanapger of the
apadtiments, said she was 5J:nl.a.'ing
an apartment thal night on the side
toweurd the dead-pid road exten
siom and hesrd what might have
been a seveam. She dismissed it at
ther e a8 possibly & ehild yelling,
she smid.

Workers on a starage facility
being built across the read exten-
s1on frors the apartment eomples
said they foticsd the black Honda
parked al the end of the road wheg
they arrived at work Wednesiday
mociing-but had ne reasan to
suspect that it was involved fnoa
riime,
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DEBORAH LEE ATROPS
Missing since Tuesday




Deborah Atrops

By MATT BUCKINGHAM
Of the Times

BEAVERTON — Frustrated Washington. County in-
vestigators have no solid leads and no in the
strangung death last week of a 28-year-old § wom-

Deborah Lee Atrops was found dead last Thursday in
the trunk of her black 1888 Honda Accord abandoned at
the dead end of the Murray Boulevard extension south
of 0ld Scholls Ferry Road. She nad been ‘missing since
the previous Tuesday night.

Atrops was last seen leaving the Razz Ma Tazz hair
salon in the Tigard Fred Meyer complex on Pacific
Highway at 7 p.m. Tuesday, Nov. 28. A Tigard couple

. who were videotaping their son skatehoarding outside

the Tigard Fred Meyer shortly thereafter came forward
this Tuesday morning to hand over the tape.

The couple told investigators they had delayed com-

ing forward because they had viewed the tape and
couldn’t see anything that might be of interest to the
investigation, said Sherre Calouri, spokeswoman for the
Washington County Sheriff’s Department.

Calouri said an initial screening of the tape Tuesday
afternoon didn't reveal any startling clues 1&¢{he case,
but investigators are still looking. “We haveg scrutinize
the tape for background details, which ;,qhat we're
interested in anyway,” she said. .

Atrops left work at Wellons Inc., a metal fabrication
company in Sherwood, at 5 p.m. Now.. ;30-to have her hair
cut af the Tigard salon before picking up ker 8-month-
oid baby at the home of her estranged husband, Robert
Atrops of Sherwood.

A close friend and co-worker who asked not to be
identified said, “She was a very nice person. She was in
a very cheerful mood. She just lived for time with her
baby.”
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* Officers 'imver?eldm'rops’f‘body“in“ the trunk of her car




Dea th Continued from Page 14

Atrops had been working in Wel-
lons’ accounting department for
about a year and a half. “She was
very reliabie, so when she didn't
show up for work the next day it was
a shock,” the friend said.

A spokeswoman for Raz Ma Tazz
at 11573 S.W. Pacific Highway in Ti-
gard said Atrops was on time for her
5:15 p.m. hair appointment and left at
about 7 p.m.

Calourl- sald Robert Atrops noti-
fied the police at about 9 p.m. that hls
wife had not arrived to pick up the
baby. The sheriff’s department is-
sued an information alert shortly be-
fore midnight, she said.

After interviewlng friends and rel-
atives who described Atrops as a de-
pendable worker and good mother,
the sheriff’s department issued an
all-polnts bulletin that Wednesday for
the black two-door Accord.

Beaverton poiice discovered the
car at 8:45 am. a day 1ater, Dec. 1,
with the keys still in the ignition. The
car’s license plates had been re-
moved, but police identifled the vehi-
£l by its serial numbers. .
- Police discovered Atrops’ body in
.{he! truiik at about'l0 am. after ob-
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taining permission from Robert
Atrops to search the vehicle. Nearby
construction workers said the car
had been there since at least 7 a.m.
the previous morning.

Sue Franck, a resident of the
Scholls Landing apartments just
south of the road extension, said she
first saw the car a few minutes be-
fore midnight Tuesday while she was
walking one of her dogs. She said she
didn’t see anyone but ignored the car
because she thought someone had
stopped it there for a tryst.

Franck sald she heard running
footsteps on the pavement a few min-
utes later ag she walked her second
dog by a garbage dumpster near the
mouth of the road extension..

The manager of the apartment,
who asked not to be identified, said
she heard what might have been a
scream that Tuesday night but she
declined to specify at what time.

Sgt. Charles Leutwyler of the
sheriff’s department said an autopsy
Friday revealed that Atrops had died
of “asphyxiation by manual strangu-
jation.” He said there was no -evi- |
dence that Atrops had been sexually
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