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SERVING AND HONORING VETERANS IN OREGON SINCE 1945

THE MISSION CONTINUES

MISSION VISION VALUES
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POST 9/11

20%

GULF

13.5%

KOREAN

6%

WORLD WAR II

1.5%

PEACETIME

25%

VIETNAM

34%

1 OUT OF 15
O R E G O N I A N S  I S  A  V E T E R A N

277,405
O R E G O N  V E T E R A N  P O P U L A T I O N

75% OF OREGON  VETERANS SERVED DURING WARTIME
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13% VETERANS OF COLOR IN OREGON
1.2% Asian  |  1.6% Black  |  0.3% Hawaiian or Pacific Islander |  4.4% Hispanic Or Latino  |  1% Native American  |  4.6% Multiracial
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$3.41 BILLION
TOTAL FY 21 FEDERAL VA EXPENDITURES IN OREGON

$1.6 Billion
Disability Compensation 
and Pension Payments

» Nearly 29% of Oregon 
veterans are service–
connected for injuries incurred 
in service.

$1.57 Billion
Health Care 

Expenditures

» More than 37% of veterans in 
Oregon are enrolled in health 
care from the federal VA. 

$133 Million
Education 
Payments

» In 2021, the average tuition and 
housing payments made to 
8,076 veterans in Oregon was 
$16,481.
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AGENCY 

PROGRAMS

» HOME LOAN PROGRAM
Provides home loans to qualified veterans

» STRATEGIC PARTNERSHIPS
Monitoring of post-secondary institutions through the State Approving 
Agency function, partnerships with state agencies, tribal governments, 
counties, and national veterans’ service organizations to assist 
veterans, and grant programs that direct funding to veterans and 
governmental and non-profit organizations 

» APPEALS AND SPECIAL ADVOCACY
Claims and appeals assistance to all veterans, and focuses special 
advocacy assistance to historically underserved communities of 
veterans including women, LGBTQ+,  and houseless veterans

» AGING VETERAN SERVICES
Provides expertise and outreach in aging veterans’ benefits and 
services, veteran volunteer program, and conservatorship and 
representative payee services

» OREGON VETERANS’ HOMES
Provides oversight of the two Oregon Veterans’ Homes (skilled-
nursing and memory care facilities) in The Dalles and Lebanon

SUMMARY OF SERVICES

STRATEGIC PARTNERSHIPS

HOME LOAN PROGRAM

AGING VETERAN SERVICES

OREGON VETERANS’ HOMES

APPEALS AND SPECIAL ADVOCACY
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TITLE

ODVA Strategic 
Partnerships 

Division

ODVA Veterans 
Education 
Program

State Approving 
Agency (SAA)

Campus 
Veteran 

Coordinator

Veterans 
Educational 
Bridge Grant

ODVA Veterans’ Education Program 
Organization



 About Me:

• Born and raised in the Seattle, WA area

• U.S. Army Veteran of over 4 years, active and reserve

• Deployed 2013 to Afghanistan as part of a Route Clearance Unit

• Moved to Oregon in 2014, worked odd jobs and started education

• Graduated with B.S. in Organizational Communication from University of Portland

• Former Veterans Resource Coordinator at Portland Community College

• Began working for ODVA in April 2020 

• I live in Newberg, OR with my partner Jesse, 2 kids, and 2 cats

“It is my personal goal to see veteran programs 

at every institution of higher learning in Oregon!”

Joe Mah



Campus Veteran Coordinator

“The purpose of the Campus Veteran program is to 
connect and strengthen support for Veterans and their 
families at Oregon’s institutions of higher education. The 
coordinator is responsible for building a network of 
Veteran resources, supporting campuses with training and 
best practices, and organizing initiatives.”

I  can help you with…
• Advocating to your Institution
• Adopting Best Practices
• Locating Resources
• Cultural Competencies 
• Improved engagement with students
• Student Veteran Programming

Joe Mah 
Campus Veteran Coordinator
ODVA Strategic Partnerships
C: 503-400-0540 (text accepted)
E: Joseph.MAH@odva.oregon.gov

I  Also…
• Alert you to new programs
• Help promote your program
• Connect to an Oregon community of 

Veteran service professionals
• Organize meetings and events



• Jessica Bradley, Women Veterans Coordinator 

(503) 576-9603 

Jessica.BRADLEY@odva.oregon.gov

• James Connolly, (interim) Houseless Veterans Coordinator  

(971) 388-8219

James.CONNOLLY@odva.oregon.gov

• Ian Michael, LGBTQ+ Veterans Coordinator

(971) 720-9016

Ian.MICHAEL@odva.oregon.gov

ODVA Coordinator Contact Information 

Oregon Department of Veterans’ Affairs 



• Mark Newell, Veteran Volunteer Coordinator

(503) 373-2057 

veteranvolunteer@odva.state.or.us.

• Pat McGuffin & Kim Mckandes 

    Incarcerated Veterans Coordinators 

• Jon Taylor, Tribal Veteran Coordinator 

    (971) 239-6673

    Jon.R.Taylor@odva.oregon.gov

ODVA Coordinator Contact Information 

Oregon Department of Veterans’ Affairs 



Veterans Emergency 

Financial Assistance Program



Contact Information:
Diandra Dzib 
Bridge Grant Coordinator
Diandra.DZIB@odva.oregon.gov
ebg@odva.oregon.gov



VEBG Eligibility

Eligibility

• Oregon 
Veteran status 
as defined by 
ORS 408.225.

• Oregon 
residency.

Key Points

• Lifetime 
maximum of 
up to 
$5000.00.

• Grants can be 
awarded 
retroactively.

Application

• Download 
from our 
website.

• Application 
requirements 
on page 1.

• Submitted 
online in 
secure portal



The purpose of this grant program is to provide financial support to 
veterans and assist them in completing their educational and 
training goals when they: 

Veter ans Educati onal  Br i dge Gr ant

Are unable to 
complete their 

academic 
programs on time 

due to the 
unavailability of a 

required class

Are unable to 
complete their 

training time due       
to the unavailability 

of  training hours  

Have debt on a 
student account 

that prevents 
registration for 

upcoming terms.



ODVA Camus Veteran Resource Center Grant



2021-2023 CVRCG: Veteran Engagements



and



and



and



Suicide Awareness and Prevention (SAP) Grant

 

• Funding provided by Oregon Charitable 
 Checkoff Campaign

• Historically, provided to counties and 
 Oregon’s nine federally recognized Tribes 

• Offered to public universities and community colleges in early 2023

• Up to $3,000 each year 

• To help raise awareness around veteran behavioral health needs and 
availability of resources, reduce stigmas, and  prevent suicide

• Each campus can decide how to use grant funds



Uses of the SAP Grant

 • Examples of how colleges have used the grant: 
• Partnered with campus Behavioral Health team to host 

an outreach event
• Purchase and distribution of gun safety locks or safe 

medication storage
• Host a training event on suicide awareness and 

prevention
• Creation of a workout program, yoga classes, etc.
• An outing away from campus for rest and relaxation
• Creation of a challenge coin, with 988
• Promotional video, radio or social media campaign on 

suicide prevention 



• Simple & straightforward  1 page application
• Brief description of plan & intended outcome

• Follow-up on how the event, training, etc. went and 
what the outcomes were

Outcomes
• Created a safe and welcoming space to learn about behavioral 

health supports

• Distributed items containing 988 info and other resources

• Connected with veterans, their families, and their friends

Grant Application & Reporting



Graphical user interface, website

AI-generated content may be incorrect.

https://beyondthemilitaryuniform.com/
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Proudly serving veterans since 1945

QUESTIONS

www.oregon.gov/odva

_________________________
www.oregon.gov/odva
800-692-9666

Joe Mah

503-400-0540 (Text Accepted)

Joseph.MAH@odva.oregon.gov

http://www.oregon.gov/odva
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