
WASHINGTON COUNTY
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July 29, 2005

To: Citizen Participation Organizations and Interested Parties

From: Brent Curtis, Planning Manager
Department of Land Use and Transportation

Subject: PROPOSED ORDINANCE No. 642

Enclosed for your information is a copy of proposed Ordinance No. 642.  Listed below is a description of the
ordinance, hearing dates, and other relevant information. If you have any questions about the ordinance, or if
you would like additional information, please contact the Planning Division.

Ordinance Purpose and Summary
Proposed Ordinance No. 642 would amend portions of the Community Development Code (CDC). Specifically,
the ordinance includes amendments to CDC Section 431 (Transit Oriented Design Principles) and Article 7
(Public Transportation Projects) to reference a Pedestrian Enhancements Design Guidelines Booklet. The Design
Guidelines Booklet was developed by the county to provide example designs for various pedestrian
enhancements such as street furniture, pedestrian-scale lighting, landscaping, crossing treatments, wide
sidewalks, and pedestrian crossing treatments. The Design Guidelines Booklet is intended to be adopted into
the Technical Appendix of the 2020 Transportation Plan simultaneously with this ordinance via Resolution and
Order by the Board of County Commissioners.

The proposed Ordinance would also amend CDC Section 431's sidewalk width requirements by relating the
required widths to the functional classification of the adjacent Special Area Street, rather than to the land use
district, as the current requirements do. The purpose of this amendment is to provide for more uniform sidewalk
width requirements within Transit Oriented Districts.

Additionally, proposed Ordinance No. 642 includes a new strategy for the Pedestrian Element of the 2020
Transportation Plan. This strategy provides for consideration of the pedestrian enhancements identified in the
Pedestrian Enhancements Design Guidelines Booklet when development, redevelopment or roadway
construction/reconstruction is proposed in Pedestrian Districts, along Transit Corridors and Main Streets, and in
Streetscape Improvement Areas. These designations are shown on the Pedestrian System and Regional Street
Design Overlay Maps in the 2020 Transportation Plan.

Lastly, proposed Ordinance No. 642 would add a strategy to the Bicycle Element of the county's Transportation
Plan. This strategy would provide for the county to consider the installation of bicycle route signs along certain
streets that are identified as appropriate secondary bicycle routes on a 'Secondary Bicycle Routes' map. This
map will simultaneously be proposed for adoption into the Technical Appendix of the 2020 Transportation Plan
via Resolution and Order by the Board of County Commissioners.

Who Is Affected
If approved, Ordinance No. 642 would affect the public by resulting in more uniform sidewalk widths in Transit
Oriented Districts when new development occurs. Secondly, the public would be affected when use of the
Pedestrian Enhancements Design Guidelines Booklet results in the implementation of pedestrian enhancements
in Transit Oriented Districts and in Pedestrian Districts, along Transit Corridors, Main Streets or in Streetscape
Improvement Areas. These areas are identified in the Pedestrian Element of the 2020 Transportation Plan.
Pedestrian enhancements may also be provided in conjunction with road construction or reconstruction in the
above-named areas as well as along roadways and intersections identified on the Regional Street Design
Overlay Map in the 2020 Transportation Plan. Finally, proposed Ordinance No. 642 has the potential to affect
bicyclists as it provides for the county to consider signing certain streets (identified on the Secondary Bicycle
Routes Map) as bicycle routes.



What Land is Affected
If adopted, proposed Ordinance No. 642 would affect land within Transit Oriented Districts, and along roadways
and intersections that are identified on the Regional Street Design Overlay Map in the 2020 Transportation Plan.
It would also affect land within Pedestrian Districts, along Transit Corridors, Main Streets or Streetscape
Improvement Areas, which are identified in the Pedestrian Element of the 2020 Transportation Plan. Finally, the
county may consider placing bicycle route signing along those 'Secondary Bicycle Routes' that are identified on
the Secondary Bicycle Routes Map. The Secondary Bicycle Routes Map is being proposed for adoption into the
Technical Appendix of the 2020 Transportation Plan via Resolution and Order.

Key Provisions
� Amends provisions for Transit Oriented Districts (CDC Section 431) to reference a Pedestrian Enhancements

Design Guidelines Booklet (to be adopted via Resolution and Order into the Technical Appendix of the 2020
Transportation Plan) that provides examples of pedestrian enhancements. Existing provisions of Section 431
call for such enhancements to be provided in conjunction with development.

� Amends existing CDC provisions for sidewalk widths in Transit Oriented District so that width is determined
by the adjacent Special Area Street Functional Classification rather than by land use district so that greater
uniformity of sidewalk design is achieved.

� Amends provisions of CDC Article 7 (Public Transportation Projects) to provide for consideration of
pedestrian enhancements such as those identified in the Pedestrian Enhancements Design Guidelines
Booklet, during project development for road construction or reconstruction within Pedestrian Districts or
Streetscape Improvement Areas (as identified in the Pedestrian Element of the 2020 Transportation Plan).

� Amends the Pedestrian Element of the 2020 Transportation Plan to provide for consideration of the
pedestrian enhancements detailed in the Pedestrian Enhancements Design Guidelines Booklet when
development is proposed in Pedestrian Districts, along Transit Corridors and Main Streets, and in
Streetscape Improvement Areas as identified in the Pedestrian Element of the 2020 Transportation Plan.
The amenities found in the Pedestrian Enhancements Design Guidelines Booklet may also be considered on
roadways and intersections identified on the Regional Street Design Overlay Map in the Roadway Element
of the 2020 Transportation Plan.

� Amends the Bicycle Element of the 2020 Transportation Plan to add a strategy calling for the county to
consider bicycle route signage along certain low-traffic speed/volume streets (as identified on the
Secondary Bicycle Routes Map which is proposed to be added to the Technical Appendix of the 2020
Transportation Plan via Resolution and Order).

Initial Public Hearings
Time and Place

Planning Commission Board of County Commissioners
1:30 PM 10:00 AM

September 7, 2005 September 20, 2005

Hearings will be held in the Shirley Huffman Auditorium in the Public Services Building, 155 N. First Avenue,
Hillsboro, Oregon.

On September 20, 2005 the Board of County Commissioners (Board) may choose to adopt the ordinance, make
changes to it, continue the hearing to a future date, or reject the ordinance.  If it is adopted, it would become
effective on November 24, 2005.



2020 Transportation
Plan Policies Amended

� Policy 14 – Pedestrian Element
� Policy 15 – Bicycle Element

Community
Development Code
Standards Amended

� CDC Sections 431-3, 431-5
� CDC Sections 712, 714

How to Submit
Comments

Submit oral or written testimony to the Board and/or the Planning
Commission at one of the public hearings.  Written testimony may be mailed
or faxed to the Board or Planning Commission in advance of the public
hearings in care of the Planning Division.  At this time, we are unable to
accept e-mail as public testimony.

Washington County, Planning Division
155 N. First Ave., Suite 350-14, Hillsboro, OR  97124-3072

Fax:  503-846-4412

Failure to submit oral or written testimony before the Board or Planning
Commission may preclude appeal of a decision by the Board to adopt an
ordinance as filed or amended.

Staff Contact Gregg Leion, Senior Planner
155 N. First Ave., Suite 350-14, Hillsboro, OR  97124-3072
Telephone:  503-846-3969 Fax:  503-846-4412
e-mail: gregg_leion@co.washington.or.us

Proposed Ordinance is
available at the
following locations:

• The Washington County Department of Land Use and Transportation,
Planning Division, 155 N. First Ave., Hillsboro, OR 97124-3072
Telephone:  503-846-3519

• www.co.washington.or.us/deptmts/lut/planning/ordhome.htm
• Cedar Mill Community Library and Tigard Public Library
• Citizen Participation Organizations (CPOs);  Call 503-725-2124 for a

directory of CPOs.
/wpshare/2005ord/ord642/Hearing Notices/CPONotice_Ord642




























