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WASHINGTON COUNTY
OREGON

October 6, 2006

To: Citizen Participation Organizations and Interested Parties

From: Brent Curtis, Planning Manager
Department of Land Use and Transportation

Subject: PROPOSED A-ENGROSSED ORDINANCE NO. 662

Ordinance No. 662 Proposed to amend several elements of the Washington County Comprehensive Plan in
order to support and encourage habitat-friendly / low-impact development in unincorporated Washington
County. The proposed amendments affect the Washington County Community Development Code (CDC), the
Comprehensive Framework Plan for the Urban Area, as well as the Rural / Natural Resource Plan Element. The
ordinance was filed to carry out key components of the Tualatin Basin element of Metro’s Nature in
Neighborhoods Program.

The Board of County Commissioners (Board) ordered changes to Ordinance No. 662 at their October 3, 2006
public hearing.  These changes are incorporated into A-Engrossed Ordinance 662. The changes set forth in A-
Engrossed Ordinance 662 clarify the language and improve the integration of that language thereby making it
more consistent with the overall structure and form of the CDC, the Urban Plan and the Rural Plan. As well, a
few “housekeeping” changes (such as ordering and numbering of subsections or corrections to section
references) were included in sections of the CDC which were affected by proposed amendments. Additionally,
the proposed new subsection 404-5 has been removed. Again, these changes are important to the overall
legibility and function of these Plan documents. Following is a listing showing the nature of the proposed
changes for each ordinance exhibit:

1. Exhibit 1 - * No change.
 

2. Exhibit 2 *Corrects subsection reference in item H under subsection 300-3.1 (reference to 431-2.3
amended to 431-3.4), moves item H to the end of the list and restructures the lettering sequence of the
subsection.

3. Exhibit 3 - *Amends reference to Metro’s Regionally Significant Fish & Wildlife Habitat Inventory
Map under subsection 300-5.1- A. to “current” in place of “as most recently amended” and adds timing
reference: “Prior to final approval” to subsection 300-5.1-D. 

4. Exhibit 4 - * Proposed Section 404-5 has been removed. New Exhibit 4 was added. It was
developed to cover additional amendments to the CDC that have been determined important to the
clarity and usability of the Code as a result of changes recommended in this ordinance. Amended
Exhibit 4 amends the Intent an Purpose of the urban residential land-use districts as well as Table C of
the Transit Oriented Districts by incorporating cross references to proposed Section 300-5, which allows
development below the required minimum densities when certain standards are met. The amended
land-use districts are: R-5, R-6, R-9, R-15, R-24, R-25+,TO:R9-12, TO:R12-18, TO:R18-24, TO:R24-40,
TO:R40-80. TO:R80-120.

5. Exhibit 5 - *Adds the term “Vegetated” to subsection 407-1.1-A(3); improves description of
allowed reductions to minimum landscape requirements under subsection 407-1.1-B; inserts new
subsection 407-1.6 to more clearly describe the originally proposed criteria for reducing minimum
landscape area requirements; clarifies new introductory language under Section 407-2; clarifies
language under subsection 407-7.1 relating to selection and spacing of required street trees.



6. Exhibit 6 - *Removes proposed language under subsection 408-9.4 relating to standards for
fencing adjacent to stream buffers. This requirement was added to CDC Section 422, which is a more
appropriate location for the fencing requirement. Also removed reference to high-pressure sodium
lamps.

7. Exhibit 7 - *Amends subsections 409-3.6-A.(5) and 409-3.6-C.(2) – removes reference to “County
Engineer” and instead requires certification by the applicant’s engineer that appropriate site conditions
exist and that the proposed structural standards will equal or exceed those specified in the Code.

8. Exhibit 8 - *No change.

Exhibit 9 - *Removes reference to “County Engineer” and instead requires certification by the
applicant’s engineer that appropriate site conditions exist and that the proposed structural standards
will equal or exceed those specified in the Code.

9. Exhibit 10 - *Revised for clarity – required lighting to be located and oriented so as not to shine
excessive light into nearby wildlife habitat areas.

10. Exhibit 11 - *No change.

11. Exhibit 12 - *Adds description of habitat friendly fencing to Section 422-3.3 C. Section 422-3.6
was revised by removing the language requiring a finding that a proposed use would not seriously
impact regionally significant habitat or that the impacts can be mitigated. Also removed the reference to
the proposed habitat protection planned development.

12. Exhibit 13 - *Revised for clarity.

13. Exhibit 14 - *Revised for clarity.

14. Exhibit 15 - *Revised for clarity.

15. Exhibit 16 - *Revised for clarity.

16. Exhibit 17 - *Revised for clarity.

17. Exhibit 18 - *No change.

18. Exhibit 19 - *No change.

19. *New Exhibit 20 was added. It amends Policy 6, WATER RESOURCES, of the Urban Plan. The
changes to Policy 6 are similar to the changes made in Exhibit 16 to Policy 6, WATER RESORUCES, of
the Rural Plan. A new implementing strategy related to Clean Water Services Healthy Streams Plan was
added.

The Board will hold two public hearings for A-Engrossed Ordinance No. 662 at their regular meetings at 10:00
a.m. on Tuesday, October 17, 2006 and at 6:30 p.m. on Tuesday, October 24, 2006.  The public
hearings will be held in the Shirley Huffman Auditorium of the Public Services Building, located at 155 North
First Avenue in downtown Hillsboro, Oregon.  At the October 24th meeting, the Board may choose to adopt the
ordinance, continue the hearing to a future date, order additional changes, or reject the ordinance.  Testimony
may be provided at the public hearing or it may be submitted in writing prior to the hearings.

If you would like more information about this ordinance and the changes that were made to it, please contact
Steven D. Kelley, Planning Division, at (503) 846-3593, or write to the Planning Division at 155 North First
Avenue MS-14, Hillsboro, OR 97124-3072. Electronic copies of this and other land use ordinances are on the
County’s Internet site:  www.co.washington.or.us/deptmts/lut/planning/ordhome.htm.

http://www.co.washington.or.us/deptmts/lut/planning/ordhome.htm



















































































































