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August 24, 2007 
 
 
 
 
 

To:  Citizen Participation Organizations and Interested Parties 
 
From:  Brent Curtis, Planning Manager 
  Department of Land Use & Transportation 
 
Subject: PROPOSED ORDINANCE NO. 685 
 
Enclosed for your information is a copy of proposed Ordinance No. 685.  Listed below is a description of the 
ordinance, hearing dates, and other relevant information. If you have any questions about the ordinance, or if 
you would like additional information, please contact the Planning Division.  
 
Ordinance Purpose and Summary 
Ordinance No. 685 amends the Community Development Code (CDC), Section 430-1.1, relating to Special Use 
Standards for Residential Accessory Uses and Structures. 
 
Who Is Affected 
Residents in the urban unincorporated areas (outside city limits) of Washington County are potentially affected. 
 
What Land is Affected 
Urban unincorporated residential lots greater than 24,000 square feet. 
 
Key Provisions 
 Amends CDC Section 430-1.1, Special Use Standards for Residential Accessory Uses and Structures, to 

increase the total amount of square footage allowed for accessory structures on lots larger than 24,000 
square feet. 

 Lots between 24,000 and 50,000 square feet would be limited to five (5) percent of total lot area, with no 
one building larger than 1,200 square feet.  

 Lots larger than 50,000 square feet would be limited to 2,500 square feet of accessory structures, with no 
one building larger than 1,200 square feet. 

 
Initial Public Hearings 
Time and Place 
 

Planning Commission Board of County Commissioners 
1:30 pm 6:30 pm 

October 3, 2007 October 23, 2007 
 
Hearings will be held in the Shirley Huffman Auditorium in the Public Services Building, 155 N. 1st Avenue, 
Hillsboro, Oregon. 
 
On October 23, 2007, the Board of County Commissioners (Board) may choose to adopt the ordinance, make 
changes to it, continue the hearing to a future date, or reject the ordinance.  If it is adopted, it would become 
effective on November 22, 2007. 



 
 
 
Urban Comprehensive 
Plan Policies Amended 

  
N/A 
 
 

Community 
Development Code 
Standards Amended 

  Section 430-1, Accessory Uses and Structures 
 
 
 

How to Submit 
Comments 

 Submit oral or written testimony to the Board and/or the Planning 
Commission at one of the public hearings.  Written testimony may be mailed 
or faxed to the Board or Planning Commission in advance of the public 
hearings in care of the Planning Division.  At this time, we are unable to 
accept e-mail as public testimony. 
 

Washington County, Planning Division 
155 N. 1st Ave., Suite 350-14, Hillsboro, OR  97124-3072 

Fax:  503-846-4412 
 

Failure to submit oral or written testimony before the Board or Planning 
Commission may preclude appeal of a decision by the Board to adopt an 
ordinance as filed or amended. 

   
Staff Contact  Aisha Willits, Senior Planner 

155 N. 1st Ave., Suite 350-14, Hillsboro, OR  97124-3072 
Telephone:  503-846-3961 Fax:  503-846-4412 
e-mail: aisha_willits@co.washington.or.us 
 

   
Proposed Ordinance is 
available at the 
following locations: 

 • The Washington County Department of Land Use and Transportation, 
Planning Division, 155 N. 1st Ave., Hillsboro, OR 97124-3072   
Telephone:  503-846-3519 

• www.co.washington.or.us/deptmts/lut/planning/ordhome.htm 
• Cedar Mill Community Library and Tigard Public Library 
• Citizen Participation Organizations (CPOs);  Call 503-725-2124 for a 

directory of CPOs. 
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abcdef   Proposed additions 
abcdef   Proposed deletions 

Community Development Code Section 430-1.1 Special Use Standards for Residential 
Accessory Uses and Structures is amended to reflect the following: 
 
 
430-1 Accessory Uses and Structures 
 

Accessory uses and structures support and are subordinate to the use of a site.  
Accessory buildings and structures shall serve, primarily, those persons regularly 
and customarily involved with the use and include buildings and structures 
customarily incidental to a permitted use located on the same lot.  Uses identified 
elsewhere in this Code are not accessory uses. 

 
430-1.1 Residential: 
 

A. Residential accessory uses and structures include, but are not limited to, the 
following: 

 
(1) Treehouses, playhouses and storage sheds greater than one hundred 

twenty (120) square feet in area; 
 
(2) Swimming pools, hot tubs and spas with permanent plumbing or electrical 

connections; 
 
(3) Detached garages, carports and workshops; 
 
(4) Greenhouses; 
 
(5) Pump houses; 
 
(6) Gazebos; 
 
(7) Fenced runs for dogs and other animals; 
 
(8) Boat houses and docks; and 
 
(9) Tennis and other game courts. 

 
B. Development Standards: 

 
No accessory use or structure shall be established prior to the primary use.  
Detached accessory buildings shall comply with the following, except as modified 
by other Sections of the Code: 

 
(1) Shall not occupy more than twenty-five (25) percent of a required rear yard; 
 
(2) Within an urban growth boundary accessory buildings are subject to the 

following limitations on total square footage: 
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abcdef   Proposed additions 
abcdef   Proposed deletions 

(a) For lots up to 12,000 square feet - maximum of 600 square feet. 
 

(b) For lots larger than 12,000 square feet but less than 24,000 square 
feet - five (5) percent of total lot area. 

 
(c) For lots larger than 24,000 square feet but less than 50,000 square 

feet - a maximum of 1,200 square feet five (5) percent of total lot area 
with no one building larger than 1,200 square feet.  

 
(d) For lots larger than 50,000 square feet – maximum of 2,500 square 

feet with no one building larger than 1,200 square feet. 
 

(3) Buildings less than one-hundred twenty (120) square feet that are located 
six (6) feet or more from the primary building may be located within three 
(3) feet of a side or rear property line (except a street side yard) except as 
required by (5) below; 

 
(4) Buildings greater than or equal to one-hundred twenty (120) square feet 

shall meet the setback requirements of the underlying land use district 
except as required by (5) below; 

 
(5) Buildings or other structures for livestock, or buildings or other structures 

for poultry that are fifty-one (51) square feet or larger, shall be located in a 
side or rear yard at least thirty (30) feet from any property line and at least 
one-hundred feet from any existing residence, except the owner’s dwelling; 

 
(6) Fenced runs for livestock shall be at least one-hundred (100) feet from any 

existing residence, except the owner’s residence; 
 
(7) Shall not exceed the maximum height allowed by the underlying land use 

district; 
 
(8) An accessory structure is considered “detached” if the distance between 

the closest walls of the primary building and the accessory building(s) is 
greater than ten (10) feet; or, if closer than ten (10) feet, the accessory 
building is not connected to the primary building by a covered structure 
such as a breezeway.  A variance or hardship relief change to this 
dimension is prohibited. 

 
 
 
 


