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To:  Citizen Participation Organizations and Interested Parties 
 
From:  Mark Brown, Land Development Manager 
  Department of Land Use & Transportation 
 
Subject: PROPOSED ORDINANCE NO. 698 
 
Enclosed for your information is a copy of proposed Ordinance No. 698.  Listed below is a description of the 
ordinance, hearing dates, and other relevant information. If you have any questions about the ordinance, or if 
you would like additional information, please contact the Land Development Services Division staff contact 
noted below.  
 
Ordinance Purpose and Summary 
Ordinance 698 replaces Section 215 (Enforcement) of the Community Development Code (CDC) with a new 
Section 215 entitled “Code Compliance”.  It is intended to provide references to future revisions to the County 
Code that will enable a civil infractions process and formalizes voluntary compliance as a means of resolving 
code compliance issues.  For reference purposes, the current version of Section 215 (Enforcement) has been 
included as the last page of this packet. 
 
Who Is Affected 
Residents in the urban and rural unincorporated areas of Washington County will be affected. 
 
What Land is Affected 
Urban and rural unincorporated areas will be affected. 
 
Key Provisions 
 
The goal of the code compliance program is to restructure the way violations of the CDC are processed.  This 
will require changes to both the Community Development Code and the County Code.  Community Development 
Code Section 215, as last amended by Exhibit 5 of Ordinance 669 and by Exhibit 11 of Ordinance 577, is being 
replaced in its entirety.  Also, Chapter 14.16 is proposed to be added to the County Code. 
 
Currently, Section 215 requires that violations are issued by a county officer as defined in the uniform citation 
ordinance.  The citations are heard in the Justice Court and Circuit Court, if required.  Fine amounts are limited 
to those currently listed in Section 215.  As amended, Section 215 includes language for a voluntary compliance 
agreement and references Chapter 14.16 of the County Code for citation procedures including evidence 
collection, citation issuance and maximum fine amounts. 
 
County Code Chapter 14.16 is currently being drafted.  This chapter will provide procedures for processing 
citations issued for violations of the CDC by utilizing a Hearings Officer rather than Justice Court proceedings.  
Regulations governing how evidence is collected, who may issue a citation and the fine amount will also be 
included in Chapter 14.16.  County Code Chapter 14.16 will be considered for approval by the Board of County 
Commissioners in conjunction with the adoption of the changes to Section 215 and will be developed so that 
Section 14.16 will be in place by the effective date of Ordinance 698 (September 4, 2008). 
 
 
 
 



 
 
Initial Public Hearings 
Time and Place 
 

Planning Commission Board of County Commissioners 
7:30 PM 6:30 PM 

May 21, 2008 June 17, 2008 
 
Hearings will be held in the Shirley Huffman Auditorium in the Public Services Building, 155 North 1st Avenue, 
Hillsboro, Oregon. 
 
On June 17, 2008, the Board of County Commissioners (Board) may choose to adopt the ordinance, make 
changes to it, continue the hearing to a future date, or reject the ordinance.  If it is adopted, it would become 
effective on September 4, 2008. 
 
 
Urban Comprehensive 
Plan Policies Amended 

  
 None 

 
 

Community 
Development Code 
Standards Amended 

  CDC Section 215 
 
 
 

How to Submit 
Comments 

 Submit oral or written testimony to the Board and/or the Planning 
Commission at one of the public hearings.  Written testimony may be mailed 
or faxed to the Board or Planning Commission in advance of the public 
hearings in care of the Planning Division.  We are unable to accept e-
mail as public testimony. 
 

Washington County, Planning Division 
155 N. 1st Ave., Suite 350-14, Hillsboro, OR  97124-3072 

Fax:  503-846-4412 
 

Failure to submit oral or written testimony before the Board or Planning 
Commission may preclude appeal of a decision by the Board to adopt an 
ordinance as filed or amended. 

   
Staff Contact  Nadine M. Smith, Principal Planner 

155 North 1st Ave., Suite 350-14, Hillsboro, OR  97124-3072 
Telephone:  503-846-3832 Fax:  503-846-2908 
e-mail: nadine_smith@co.washington.or.us 

   
Proposed Ordinance is 
available at the 
following locations: 

 • The Washington County Department of Land Use and Transportation, 
Planning Division, 155 North 1st Ave., Hillsboro, OR 97124-3072   
Telephone:  503-846-3519 

• www.co.washington.or.us/deptmts/lut/planning/ordhome.htm 
• Cedar Mill Community Library and Tigard Public Library 
• Citizen Participation Organizations (CPOs);  Call 503-725-2124 for a 

directory of CPOs. 
 


















