MEDIA RELEASE

Online Car Purchase Leads to Armed Robbery in Rock Creek
July 16, 2019

On Tuesday, July 16, 2019, at 8:06 am, Washington County Sheriff’'s Office deputies responded to an
armed robbery that had just occurred near the Rock Creek Apartments. While on the way to the call,
deputies found out the suspect was riding a blue Honda sport bike and left the area on the bike.
Deputies searched the area but did not locate the suspect.

Deputies learned the suspect and victim initially met online using the app “LetGo” where they were
communicating about purchasing a car. When the suspect arrived on the motorcycle, he pulled a gun
out and robbed the victim of his backpack and its contents.

Deputies quickly found out the suspect, Aaron Lara, who used his real name when communicating with
the victim and even told the victim his nickname: “Chief.”

Deputies recognized the nickname and were able to identify Lara. Deputies drove to the suspect's
house located in the City of Cornelius and located the blue motorcycle in the driveway. A search
warrant was executed by the Washington County Tactical Negotiation Team, and Lara was located in
the home.

Lara was arrested for Robbery in the first degree among other crimes.

Attached is an old mug shot of Aaron from June 2018. His new mug shot will be available later today
when he is lodged at Washington County Jail.
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“CONSERVING THE PEACE THROUGH VALUES DRIVEN SERVICE”


https://www.co.washington.or.us/Sheriff/FightingCrime/SpecialResponseTeams/swat.cfm

